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PRCDA vs Service Delivery Area
Purchased/Referred Care Delivery Area (PRCDA) means the 
geographic area within which PRC Services will be made available by 
the IHS to members of an identified Indian community who reside in 
the area, subject to the provisions of 42 CFR Part 136, Subpart C.

A Service Delivery Area is a geographic area in which an IHS 
beneficiary must live in order to be counted in the user population of 
that ITU facility.
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PRCDA vs Service Delivery Area continued

In most cases the PRCDA and Service Delivery Area are the same 
counties.  However, in some cases they may differ.

A Service Delivery Area must be requested by the IHS Area Office 
and is a different process from establishing a PRCDA.  The OPHS 
Division of Program Statistics has templates for Area Office’s to use 
in development of the draft Service Delivery Area decision memo.

If Service Delivery Areas overlap, there must be negotiations 
between Tribes and the Area on how user population will be divided.  
This agreement must be included in the decision memo.
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PRCDA Eligibility Requirements
• Residency (42 CFR 136.23)

• To be PRC eligible:  Must be an enrolled member or a descendant of an enrolled 
member of a federally recognized tribe and reside on a reservation, or;

• If not residing on a reservation, must reside within a PRC Delivery Area (PRCDA); and;
• Are members of the tribe(s) located on that reservation; or
• Maintain close economic and social ties with tribe for which the PRCDA was established.

• Residence Definition:  where a persons makes or her home as evidenced by 
acceptable proof of residency or acceptable proof established by the IHS Service 
Unit.

• PRCDA definition:  consists of a county which includes all or part of a reservation 
and any county or counties which have a common boundary with the reservation.
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Illustration of a PRCDA
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PRCDA Expansion Illustration

Current process allows 
for requests to expand 
PRCDA’s.  Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe utilized the 
process to add 
additional counties to 
their PRCDA, however 
additional funds were 
not included.
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PRCDA Expansion 
Website

On the ihs.gov website, 
recently went live.  
Provides information 
on PRCDA Expansion, a 
Tracker, and current list 
of PRCDA’s.  This list 
will be updated yearly.
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